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REMY BUMPPO THEATRE COMPANY

Land Acknowledgement
The stories we tell today rise from the ground sown by the story-tellers who have come before. Chicago 
is the traditional homeland of the Council of Three Fires: the Ojibwe, Odawa and Potawotami nations, 
as well as the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Fox, and the Illinois Confederacy of the Peoria and Kaskaskia nations. 
In 1830 Congress forcibly stripped these tribes of their land by passing the Indian Removal Act which 
led to relocation, poverty, and starvation.  We wish to recognize the many indigenous people who 
continue to call Chicago home, who serve as stewards for their cultures and guardians for their land 
and waterways. We also wish to acknowledge the violent history of the space we use today. We are 
learning how to take more accountability for and responsibility for the land we also call home.

Mission
Remy Bumppo expands and enriches our community’s view of the world, and our own, by producing 
both the great plays of the past and the important plays of today. As an ensemble-driven theater 
company, we author a more humane culture as we listen to, and seek to understand, the voices, the 
ideas, and the stories of one another.

Value Statements
We believe in….

Language: We cherish beautiful language–clear, precise, and nuanced–in the service of great 
storytelling. Words are the building blocks of knowledge and shape the ideas that shape our world.

Learning: We champion the humanities as a force for examining ourselves, appreciating and 
understanding others, and exploring worlds we inhabit and those we discover.  Using reason and 
imagination, we ask questions, prize complexity, embrace ambiguity, and challenge assumptions. 

Diligence: We strive to maintain an aesthetic of clarity and precision in our work through research 
and preparation, and through creating with courage and joy. This aesthetic informs the entire 
organization and the day-to-day commitment of the Artists, Board, and Staff.

Collaboration: We build community and trust with collaborators through dialogue, respect, and 
openness. Our best work is done together. Our artistic success depends on the strength and equity 
of our entire company. Everyone’s ideas and imagination have value in the creative process. Every 
artist is an instrument of curiosity and inspiration. 

Diversity & Inclusion: We prioritize and pursue a breadth and depth of experiences and 
perspectives, and cultivate a community where individuals are fully engaged in the work, are a 
respected part of the whole, and are empowered to bring their all to the art.

A Healthy Culture: We create a joyful, compassionate workplace where the audience, artists, 
staff, and board are respected and supported, ideas are shared without judgment, and curiosity and 
risk-taking are encouraged. We value humility, see setbacks as learning opportunities, learn from 
criticism, and find inspiration in the success of others.

Wish You Were Here Dramaturg Jacob C. Shuler 
shares additional information on the production 
including its history, the playwright, and more 
about the time, the place, and the people in 
Wish You Were Here.
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- Marti Lyons
  Artistic Director of Remy Bumppo Theatre Company

I am thrilled to open our 30th season with Wish You Were Here, written by 
Sanaz Toossi and directed by Azar Kazemi. Wish You Were Here  is a 
beautiful examination of friendship across time and place. In this stunning 
piece, Toossi tells a very specific story about five Iranian women, while 
reminding us of a universal truth; home is not just where we are from, 
home is with the people we have loved, lost, and perhaps found again. 

Between Sanaz Toossi’s rich characters and engrossing dialogue, Wish You 
Were Here embodies the work we value at Remy Bumppo. This play 
demonstrates a deep love of language and commitment to artistic 
ensemble. This production, deftly crafted by Azar Kazemi and this 
magnificent company of artists, is a perfect launch to this milestone year.

Wish You Were Here Dramaturg Jacob C. Shuler shares 
additional information on the production including its 
history, the playwright, and more about the time, the 
place, and the people in Wish You Were Here.

Scan for
dramaturgy

notes
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

﻿In Farsi, the translation for “wish you were here” is “your place is empty.” 
The Persian expression captures the absence of the person once there. In 
Sanaz Toossi’s introduction to the play she includes W.S. Merwin's poem 
"Separation" that reads: 

Your absence has gone through me 
Like thread through a needle. 

Everything I do is stitched with its color.

The play follows five friends and the inextricable ties that bind them 
together. Toossi’s deft ability to weave humor and heartbreak throughout 
the play allow us to experience the deep affection these women have for 
one another. Wish You Were Here reminds us that where we are from is 
rooted as much in people as it is in place. 

When my mother gave birth to her only daughter, thousands of miles from 
her homeland, without hesitation she named me Azar. When I was old 
enough to ask why she had chosen that particular name, she explained that 
I was named after her best friend in Iran. For many years they had lost 
touch over the oceans that separated them. I imagine that by naming me 
after her, my mother was attempting to fill the empty place where Azar 
once was. To say her friend’s name again with a sense of hope and 
possibility. To root her firmly in who I would one day become. 

I dedicate this production to them, to the one who left and even more to 
the one who stayed. Jāt Khāli.

- Azar Kazemi
  Director of Wish You Were Here



CAST

PRODUCTION AND DESIGN TEAM

Nazanin ............................................................................................................................Shadee Vossoughi*
Salme............................................................................................................................. Gloria Imseih Petrelli
Zari ....................................................................................................................................Yourtana Sulaiman
Shideh/NewFriend......................................................................................................................Tina Arfaee*
Rana .............................................................................................................................................. Joan Nahid

Understudies
Joelle Sarab Denhof (U/S Nazanin); Preeti Thaker (U/S Salme); Maliha Sayed (U/S Zari); Sahar

Dika (U/S Shideh/New Friend); and Kseniya Janyan (U/S Rana)

Director......................................................................................................................................Azar Kazemi+
Assistant Director.......................................................................................................................Paige Mesina
Stage Manager........................................................................................................................... Olivia Sullam
Assistant Stage Manager .......................................................................................................... Macy Mateer
Dramaturg...............................................................................................................................Jacob C. Shuler
Costume Designer..............................................................................................................Kristy Leigh Hall^~
Assistant Costume Designer...................................................................................................... Anna Finerty
Seamstress ......................................................................................................................... Lindsay Wilkinson
Scenic Designer..............................................................................................................Lauren M. Nichols^~
Lighting Designer....................................................................................................................Conchita Avitia
Assistant Lighting Designer.......................................................................................................Amina Gilbert
Sound Designer........................................................................................................................ Thomas Dixon
Assistant Sound Designer............................................................................................................ Emily Lynch
Properties Designer.................................................................................................................. Saskia Bakker
Intimacy Designer...................................................................................................................... Kristina Fluty
Production Manager............................................................................................................ Johnnie Schleyer
Technical Director....................................................................................................................... Chris Stopka
Scenic Charge............................................................................................................................Caitlyn Girten
Lighting Supervisor................................................................................................................Nick Chamernik
Wardrobe Supervisor.............................................................................................................. Ali Westendorf
Casting Director ..........................................................Adelina Feldman-Schultz, Tertulia Creative Solutions
Casting Consultant .......................................................................................................................Katie Galetti
Marketing & Media Relations............................................................. SHOUT Marketing & Media Relations

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION 
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, 

A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

The play will run 90 minutes without an intermission.
Remy Bumppo is a professional theater company operating under an agreement between the Producers 

Association of Chicago Theaters and Actors’ Equity Association

Designers identified by USA are members of United Scenic Artists, IATSE Local 829, AFL-CIO

The Director and Choreographer are members of
the STAGE DIRECTORS AND CHOREOGRAPHERS
SOCIETY, a national theatrical labor union.

Remy Bumppo is a member of the League of Chicago Theatres and the Belmont Theater District.�

^ Denotes Remy Bumppo Associate Artist; +Denotes member of Stage Directors and Choreographers Society;
* Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional Actors and Stage Managers;

~ Denotes members of United Scenic Artists, IATSE Local 829, AFL-CIO�
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The Tempest, and “Lord Henry Carey/Judith” in 
Emilia. Joelle is signed with Stewart Talent and is 
looking forward to continued theater and 
television opportunities in the Windy City! She is 
also part of the Chicago Murder Mystery troop 
with American Immersion Theater. 

PREETI THAKER (she/her, U/S Salme) is an actor 
originally from Wheaton, Illinois. A classically 
trained Indian vocalist and Bharatanatyam dancer 
from a young age, Preeti’s cultural pursuits have 
always been central to her as an artist. Notable 
Chicago credits include Georgiana & Kitty: A 
Christmas at Pemberley (Northlight Theatre), 
Dance Nation (Steppenwolf Theatre), The Lady 
from the Sea (Court Theatre) and The Moors (A 
Red Orchid Theatre). TV credits: Deli Boys. Preeti is 
a 2018 alumni of the prestigious School of 
Steppenwolf and is gratefully represented by 
Stewart Talent. 

MALIHA SAYED (she/her, U/S Zari) is thrilled to be 
making her Remy Bumppo debut in this beautifully 
resonant production! CHICAGO: Dhaba on Devon 
Avenue (Writers Theatre), A Lie of the Mind (Raven 
Theatre), Carousel (Music Theater Works), The 
Sondheim Tribute Revue and The Secret Garden 
(Theo), and Arabia, Arabia! (The Plagiarists). 
REGIONAL: Polkadots: The Cool Kids Musical 
(Constellation Stage). Film & TV: Deli Boys. 
Upcoming: A Year with Frog and Toad (Young 
People’s Theatre). BFA Musical Theatre from 
Ithaca College. Represented by Gray Talent Group. 
malihasayed.com

SHADEE VOSSOUGHI* (she/her, 
NAZANIN) Remy Bumppo debut! 
Shadee is an Iranian-American 
actor, improviser, and writer 
based in Chicago. Broadway: 
English (Roundabout Theatre). 
Chicago: English and Layalina 

(Goodman Theater); Selling Kabul (Northlight 
Theatre); Deer and the Lovers (First Floor Theater); 
The Black History Month Show, Urban Twist, Bob 
Curry Showcase (The Second City). Regional: 
English (Guthrie Theatre); Wish You Were Here 
(Yale Rep); The Tenth Muse and Romeo and Juliet 
(Oregon Shakespeare Festival). Film/TV: Redwood 
Highway, Chicago Med (NBC), The Bear (FX), The 
Big Leap (Fox). Training: B.F.A., Southern Oregon 
University; NBCUniversal Bob Curry Fellowship, 
The Second City. Shadee is repped by Stewart 
Talent Chicago. IG: @shadeev

GLORIA IMSEIH PETRELLI 
(she/they, SALME) is a 
Chicagoland born and based 
actor, playwright, intimacy 
choreographer, and community 
organizer. Recent acting credits 
include Iraq, But Funny by Atra 

Asdou (Lookingglass Theatre Company); A Lie Of 
The Mind by Sam Shepard (Raven Theatre); her 
own ‘speechalicious” (A Commission For The Story 
Theatre); “Mosque4mosque” by Omer Abbas 
Salem (About Face Theatre); and “Layalina” by M. 
Yousif Zebari (Goodman New Stages). They are 
First Floor Theatre’s current Blueprint 
Commissioned playwright. Gloria's art is informed 
and strengthened by the tenacity of her 
community; please consider a donation to 
Palestine Legal, USPCN, or Middle East Children’s 
Alliance. W: TheGloriaImseihPetrelli.com.Repped 
by Paonessa Talent Agency.

YOURTANA SULAIMAN (she/her, 
ZARI) is so pumped to be making 
her Remy Bumppo debut! Recent 
credits include, Little Women 
(Northlight Theatre), Happy Days 
Are Here Again (Steep Theatre), 
Iraq, But Funny (Lookingglass 

Theatre), Chagall in School (Grippo Stage 
Company), the singularity play, (Jackalope 
Theatre), NBC’s “Chicago Fire” and more. She is 
currently represented by Gray Talent Group. IG: 
@Yourtana for more shenanigans. 

THE CAST

TINA ARFAEE* (they/any, 
SHIDEH/NEW FRIEND) is an 
actor, comedian, and occasional 
burlesque performer. They've 
been writing and performing on 
multiple stages in Chicago since 
2012, most notably at the 

Second City as a member of the touring 
company and at the Annoyance Theater with 
Matt Damon Improv (MDI). With MDI they wrote 
and starred in "In-Diana," a web series. They 
have also appeared in "Centered," the web 
series, "The Sweatshirt," a short film, and on an 
episode of "Chicago Fire." They are represented 
by Grossman & Jack. IG: @TinaTwoCats

JOAN NAHID (she/her, RANA)  is 
an Iranian multilingual actor, 
performer, and writer based in 
Chicago. She is thrilled to make 
her Remy Bumppo Theatre 
debut. Her favorite Chicago 
credits include Galileo, Medea 

Material, The Martyrdom of Peter Ohey, Mother 
Courage and Her Children, Princess Ivona, Tango, 
and The Locketeer (Trap Door Theatre); A Lie of 
the Mind (Raven Theatre); Man of the People 
(Stage Left Theatre); Antigone (Redtwist 
Theatre); The Madness of Edgar Allan Poe (Oak 
Park Festival Theatre & First Folio Theatre). She 
has also collaborated with Timeline Theatre, Silk 
Road Rising Theatre, Water well Theatre 
Company, and others. She holds an M.F.A. in 
Theatre and Playwriting from the University of 
Tehran and has published three collections of 
short stories. She is also a graduate of Second 
City’s Acting Lab Conservatory. Joan is a proud 
ensemble member at Trap Door Theatre, which 
she considers her second home. W: 
JoanNahid.com

JOELLE SARAB DENHOF (she/her, U/S NAZANIN) 
recently moved to Chicago and is delighted to be 
making her Chicago theater debut. She is a 
recent graduate of Western Michigan 
University’s BFA acting 2024 class. Go Broncos! 
Joelle just finished playing “Elham” in English by 
Sanaz Toosii in the Michigan premiere at Tipping 
Point Theater and is so excited to be a part of 
another one of Sanaz's beautiful pieces. Some of 
her favorite past roles include “Loretta” in More 
Fun Than Bowling, “Yvette” in Clue, “Alonso” in 
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COMING IN 2026

RemyBumppo.org

THE CAST (CONTINUED)

SAHAR DIKA (she/her, U/S Shideh/New Friend) is 
a Chicago-based actor and writer. She is thrilled 
to be working with Remy Bumppo for the first 
time! Other readings and productions include 
Sharon and Pretty Shahid (A Red Orchid Theatre); 
Modern Woman and Nest (The Story Theatre); 
Crushed (The Understudy); Happy Days Are Here 
Again (Steep); Modern Women and Layalina 
(Goodman Theatre); Doug and Pretty Shahid 
(Jackalope Theatre Company); Mosque4Mosque 
(Steppenwolf Theatre Company and Scout); 
Venus in Fur (Circle Theatre; U/S) and Mosque 
Alert (Silk Road Rising). Television and film 
credits include Chicago Fire; Emperor of Ocean 
Park; Christmas With Felicity; Monuments; Good 
Years; and Happy Hour. She is represented by 
DDO Artists Agency. 

KSENIYA JANYAN (she/her, U/S Rana) is a queer 
actor of Armenian/Egyptian and Russian 
heritage who’s never quite settled anywhere, 
but newly resides in Chicago, IL. Immigrating and 
pursuing the arts independently since age 16, 
she aspires to seek and honor the true stories of 
the native communities that have raised her–in 
her own voice. She would like to thank Azar 
Kazemi and the entirety of the WYWH’s cast and 
crew for allowing her the privilege of sharing in 
this chapter, as well as dedicate this 
performance to her deda, Stepanakert, and to 
anyone who has ever grappled with the idea of 
home. Recent credits: “Gyron”/ensemble in Ubu 
The King (Facility Theater), “Alice” in Meg 
(Lenfest Theater) and “Borachio” in Much Ado 
About Nothing (Arachne Theater). Recent 
accolades: Best Supporting Actress (IndieX Film 
Festival, Independent Short Awards).

The Tempest, and “Lord Henry Carey/Judith” in 
Emilia. Joelle is signed with Stewart Talent and is 
looking forward to continued theater and 
television opportunities in the Windy City! She is 
also part of the Chicago Murder Mystery troop 
with American Immersion Theater. 

PREETI THAKER (she/her, U/S Salme) is an actor 
originally from Wheaton, Illinois. A classically 
trained Indian vocalist and Bharatanatyam dancer 
from a young age, Preeti’s cultural pursuits have 
always been central to her as an artist. Notable 
Chicago credits include Georgiana & Kitty: A 
Christmas at Pemberley (Northlight Theatre), 
Dance Nation (Steppenwolf Theatre), The Lady 
from the Sea (Court Theatre) and The Moors (A 
Red Orchid Theatre). TV credits: Deli Boys. Preeti is 
a 2018 alumni of the prestigious School of 
Steppenwolf and is gratefully represented by 
Stewart Talent. 

MALIHA SAYED (she/her, U/S Zari) is thrilled to be 
making her Remy Bumppo debut in this beautifully 
resonant production! CHICAGO: Dhaba on Devon 
Avenue (Writers Theatre), A Lie of the Mind (Raven 
Theatre), Carousel (Music Theater Works), The 
Sondheim Tribute Revue and The Secret Garden 
(Theo), and Arabia, Arabia! (The Plagiarists). 
REGIONAL: Polkadots: The Cool Kids Musical 
(Constellation Stage). Film & TV: Deli Boys. 
Upcoming: A Year with Frog and Toad (Young 
People’s Theatre). BFA Musical Theatre from 
Ithaca College. Represented by Gray Talent Group. 
malihasayed.com

SHADEE VOSSOUGHI* (she/her, 
NAZANIN) Remy Bumppo debut! 
Shadee is an Iranian-American 
actor, improviser, and writer 
based in Chicago. Broadway: 
English (Roundabout Theatre). 
Chicago: English and Layalina 

(Goodman Theater); Selling Kabul (Northlight 
Theatre); Deer and the Lovers (First Floor Theater); 
The Black History Month Show, Urban Twist, Bob 
Curry Showcase (The Second City). Regional: 
English (Guthrie Theatre); Wish You Were Here 
(Yale Rep); The Tenth Muse and Romeo and Juliet 
(Oregon Shakespeare Festival). Film/TV: Redwood 
Highway, Chicago Med (NBC), The Bear (FX), The 
Big Leap (Fox). Training: B.F.A., Southern Oregon 
University; NBCUniversal Bob Curry Fellowship, 
The Second City. Shadee is repped by Stewart 
Talent Chicago. IG: @shadeev

GLORIA IMSEIH PETRELLI 
(she/they, SALME) is a 
Chicagoland born and based 
actor, playwright, intimacy 
choreographer, and community 
organizer. Recent acting credits 
include Iraq, But Funny by Atra 

Asdou (Lookingglass Theatre Company); A Lie Of 
The Mind by Sam Shepard (Raven Theatre); her 
own ‘speechalicious” (A Commission For The Story 
Theatre); “Mosque4mosque” by Omer Abbas 
Salem (About Face Theatre); and “Layalina” by M. 
Yousif Zebari (Goodman New Stages). They are 
First Floor Theatre’s current Blueprint 
Commissioned playwright. Gloria's art is informed 
and strengthened by the tenacity of her 
community; please consider a donation to 
Palestine Legal, USPCN, or Middle East Children’s 
Alliance. W: TheGloriaImseihPetrelli.com.Repped 
by Paonessa Talent Agency.

YOURTANA SULAIMAN (she/her, 
ZARI) is so pumped to be making 
her Remy Bumppo debut! Recent 
credits include, Little Women 
(Northlight Theatre), Happy Days 
Are Here Again (Steep Theatre), 
Iraq, But Funny (Lookingglass 

Theatre), Chagall in School (Grippo Stage 
Company), the singularity play, (Jackalope 
Theatre), NBC’s “Chicago Fire” and more. She is 
currently represented by Gray Talent Group. IG: 
@Yourtana for more shenanigans. 

TINA ARFAEE* (they/any, 
SHIDEH/NEW FRIEND) is an 
actor, comedian, and occasional 
burlesque performer. They've 
been writing and performing on 
multiple stages in Chicago since 
2012, most notably at the 

Second City as a member of the touring 
company and at the Annoyance Theater with 
Matt Damon Improv (MDI). With MDI they wrote 
and starred in "In-Diana," a web series. They 
have also appeared in "Centered," the web 
series, "The Sweatshirt," a short film, and on an 
episode of "Chicago Fire." They are represented 
by Grossman & Jack. IG: @TinaTwoCats

JOAN NAHID (she/her, RANA)  is 
an Iranian multilingual actor, 
performer, and writer based in 
Chicago. She is thrilled to make 
her Remy Bumppo Theatre 
debut. Her favorite Chicago 
credits include Galileo, Medea 

Material, The Martyrdom of Peter Ohey, Mother 
Courage and Her Children, Princess Ivona, Tango, 
and The Locketeer (Trap Door Theatre); A Lie of 
the Mind (Raven Theatre); Man of the People 
(Stage Left Theatre); Antigone (Redtwist 
Theatre); The Madness of Edgar Allan Poe (Oak 
Park Festival Theatre & First Folio Theatre). She 
has also collaborated with Timeline Theatre, Silk 
Road Rising Theatre, Water well Theatre 
Company, and others. She holds an M.F.A. in 
Theatre and Playwriting from the University of 
Tehran and has published three collections of 
short stories. She is also a graduate of Second 
City’s Acting Lab Conservatory. Joan is a proud 
ensemble member at Trap Door Theatre, which 
she considers her second home. W: 
JoanNahid.com

JOELLE SARAB DENHOF (she/her, U/S NAZANIN) 
recently moved to Chicago and is delighted to be 
making her Chicago theater debut. She is a 
recent graduate of Western Michigan 
University’s BFA acting 2024 class. Go Broncos! 
Joelle just finished playing “Elham” in English by 
Sanaz Toosii in the Michigan premiere at Tipping 
Point Theater and is so excited to be a part of 
another one of Sanaz's beautiful pieces. Some of 
her favorite past roles include “Loretta” in More 
Fun Than Bowling, “Yvette” in Clue, “Alonso” in 

Adapted by Christopher Shinn

Based on the literal translation by
Anne-Charlotte Hanes Harvey

Directed by Artistic Director Marti Lyons

February 5 – March 8, 2026



PRODUCTION AND DESIGN TEAM

SANAZ TOOSSI (she/her, PLAYWRIGHT) is an 
Iranian-American playwright from Orange County, 
California. Her plays include the critically 
acclaimed, Pulitzer Prize-winning English 
(co-production, Atlantic Theater 
Company/Roundabout Theatre Company) and 
Wish You Were Here (Playwrights Horizons; 
Williamstown/Audible, released 2020). She is 
currently under commission at Atlantic Theater 
Company (Launch commission; Virginia B. Toulmin 
Foundation grant), Roundabout Theatre Company, 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, Manhattan Theatre 
Club, South Coast Repertory, and Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival (American Revolutions Cycle). 
In television, Sanaz recently staffed on “Invitation 
to a Bonfire” (AMC), “A League of Their Own” 
(Amazon), “Five Women” (Marielle Heller/ Big 
Beach), and sold an original idea, “The Persians,” to 
FX with Joe Weisberg and Joel Fields attached as 
executive producers. Sanaz is a member of 
Youngblood and the Middle Eastern American 
Writers Lab at the Lark and an alum of Clubbed 
Thumb’s Early Career Writers’ Group. She was the 
2019 P73 Playwriting Fellow, a recipient of the 
2020 Steinberg Playwright Award, the 2022 
recipient of The Horton Foote Award and, most 
recently, the 2023 recipient of the Best New 
American Play Obie Award. She has an MFA from 
NYU Tisch.

AZAR KAZEMI (she/her, DIRECTOR) is 
first-generation Persian American and thrilled to be 
directing the Chicago premiere of Wish You Were 
Here by Sanaz Toossi. Azar is a freelance director 
and educator based in Chicago who directs 
socially-charged plays where the political and 
personal collide. She is an Equity Jeff-nominated 
director for her work on Rivendell Theatre 
Ensemble's critically-acclaimed world premiere of 
Motherhouse by Tuckie White. Last season, she 
directed a sold-out run of Sam Shepard's A Lie of 
the Mind at Raven Theatre and Steep Theatre's 
world premiere of Happy Days Are Here (Again) by 
Omer Abbas Salem at Steppenwolf's 1700 Theatre, 
which was named one of the top ten shows of 
2024 by the Chicago Tribune. Azar received her 
MFA from The Theatre School at DePaul University, 
where she is also on faculty and received the 2021 
Excellence in Teaching Award. Before moving to 
Chicago she assistant directed three Off-Broadway 
productions with The New Group, two under the 
direction of her mentor Ethan Hawke. She is a 
proud member of Stage Directors and 
Choreography Society. W: AzarKazemi.com

PAIGE KIM MESINA (she/her, ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR) is a Chicago-based theatre director 
and performer originally from St. Louis, MO. 
She has worked on various new play development 
processes with Pocket Theatrics, CIRCA Pintig 
Theatre, Redtwist Theatre, Theatre L’Acadie, 
PlayGround-Chicago, and Three Brothers Theatre. 
Recent assistant directing credits include One 
Party Consent (First Floor Theater) and Heart 
Strings (Filament Theatre). She also recently 
wrote and performed in the sketch show 98% Boy 
2% Milk (The Second City) and directed Time is a 
Popped Bubble (independently produced). Paige 
holds her BFA in theatre arts from DePaul 
University. 

OLIVIA SULLAM (she/they, STAGE MANAGER) is 
delighted to be working at Remy Bumppo for the 
first time! Select credits include: At the Wake of a 
Dead Drag Queen (The Story Theatre); Little Red 
Winter Circus (Actor’s Gymnasium); Little Women 
(Northlight Theatre); The Comedians (Raven 
Theatre); Happy Days Are Here Again (Steep 
Theatre); Dishwasher Dreams, Wife of a 
Salesman, Tiger Style!, Manual Cinema’s A 
Christmas Carol (Writers Theatre); The Dream 
King, Somewhere Over the Border (Teatro Vista); 
The Lifespan of a Fact, Black Sunday, Notes From 
the Field, Boulevard of Bold Dreams (TimeLine 
Theatre).

JACOB C. SHULER (he/him, DRAMATURG) is a 
2012 graduate of The Theatre School at DePaul 
University where he achieved a BFA in playwriting. 
There, he wrote and directed an adaptation of 
August Strindberg’s The Stronger and his play 
The Death of Gaia Divine received a staged 
production through The Theatre School’s New 
Playwright Series. Gaia was also the inaugural 
production of Jacob's theatre company, 
Momentary, where he also dramaturged the 
company's 2020 COVID-cancelled co-production 
of My Dear Hussein with Silk Road Rising. In 
January 2026, Jacob will direct The Unknown 
Variable at Momentary. 9 to 5, Jacob works at 
the Field Museum where he wrote and produced 
First Queens of the Field, the Museum’s first ever 
drag show.

KRISTY LEIGH HALL^* (she/her, COSTUME 
DESIGNER) has designed in theater and film in 
Chicago, Washington, DC, New York and 
regionally. She has been featured in American 
Theatre Magazine’s “6 Theatre People to Watch” 
twice. Off-Broadway designs include: Woody 
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PRODUCTION AND DESIGN TEAM (CONTINUED)

Harrelson's Bullet for Adolf; Theatre Row: I Forgive 
You, Ronald Reagan. Washington, DC: Genesis 
Reboot (Synetic Theatre), That Face (Studio 
Theatre). In Chicago she has designed: America, 
V2.1: the Sad Demise and Eventual Extinction of the 
American Negro (New York Independent Film 
Award – Best Costume Design) An Octaroon, 
Byhalia, Mississippi (Steppenwolf) and A Doll’s 
House with Definition Theatre Company, where she 
is an ensemble member. Additional designs: 
Pygmalion, Howards End (Jeff Awards – Best 
Costume Design) Frankenstein (Jeff Award – Best 
Makeup Design), and ‘ART’ with Remy Bumppo 
Theatre. Milwaukee: The Wizard of Oz, Tosca and I 
Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change (Skylight 
Music Theatre). Charlotte: Catching the Moon and 
School of Rock (Children’s Theatre of Charlotte). 
Film credits: Holy Irresistible, The Engagement 
Dress, Carved, Red Camilla, and Amber Alert, picked 
up by Lionsgate. She is a member of Costume 
Department United Best Practices and United 
Scenic Artists 829. Faculty: University of South 
Carolina.W: KristyLeighHall.com

LAUREN M. NICHOLS^ (she/her, SCENIC DESIGNER) 
is a three time Jeff- nominated freelance designer 
native to Chicago. Previous set designs for Remy 
Bumppo include Anna in the Tropics and Blues for 
An Alabama Sky. Other credits include: Hot Wing 
King, Tiger Style (Writers Theatre) and A Home 
What Howls (Steppenwolf). She has also designed 
for Paramount, Marriott, UIC, Rivendell, Lifeline, 
Victory Gardens, Jackalope, Harper College, Young 
People's Theatre, Shattered Globe, Renaissance 
Theatreworks, Village Theatre in Seattle, The Gift 
Theatre, Firebrand, Teatro Vista, Raven, and BoHo. 
As an associate she has worked on dozens of 
productions all over the country. She currently 
teaches drafting and design as an adjunct professor 
at The Theatre School-DePaul University and 
Northwestern. She is the recipient of the 2024 
Michael Maggio Award for Emerging Designers. 
MFA Northwestern. Proud new member USA829. 
W: LaurenAngelDesigns.com

CONCHITA AVITIA (she/her/ella, LIGHTING 
DESIGNER) is a freelance Mexican-American lighting 
designer based in Chicago. She holds a BA in 
theatre design from Columbia College Chicago. She 
previously served as the ME on Howard’s End with 
Remy Bumppo and is excited to debut as a designer. 
Her work has been seen at Steep Theatre, About 
Face Theatre, Steppenwolf Theatre, Concrete 
Content, First Floor Theatre, and Free Street 
Theatre, among others. Conchita is a Jeff Award 

recipient and a proud member of Teatro Vista 
and First Floor Theatre. For updates and 
production photos, please visit: 
Avitialighting.com

THOMAS DIXON (he/they, SOUND DESIGNER) is 
an ensemble member at Steep Theatre, where 
his recent credits include A Case for the Existence 
of God, Happy Days are Here (Again), and Light 
Falls. His last production at Remy Bumppo was 
2013’s Northanger Abbey. Other Chicago credits 
include productions at Steppenwolf, Writers, 
Victory Gardens, Raven, Jackalope, and First 
Floor. His work has been seen around the country 
and world at Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Portland Center Stage, Kansas City Rep, Indy Rep, 
Cincinnati Playhouse, Pittsburgh Public Theater, 
and World Theatre Day 2025 in Rio de Janeiro. 
Thomas is a member of the Theatrical Sound 
Designers and Composers Association and 
teaches at DePaul University. W: 
ThomasDixonSound.com 

SASKIA BAKKER (she/her, PROPERTIES DESIGNER) 
is a Chicago based prop and puppet designer who 
is thrilled to be working with Remy Bumppo 
Theatre for the first time. Selected prop design 
credits include Cygnus (Gift Theatre), Happy Days 
Are Here (Again) (Steep Theatre), Black Sunday 
(TimeLine Theatre), Skunk And Badger (Lifeline 
Theatre), Brother Sister Cyborg Space (Raven 
Theatre), Cat’s Cradle (Lifeline Theatre), and The 
Dream King (Teatro Vista). Upcoming credits 
include prop design for Ugly Lies The Bone 
(Shattered Globe Theatre) and box lead for 
Exquisite Corpse: Blood And Puppets (Rough 
House Theater).

KRISTINA FLUTY (she/her, INTIMACY DESIGNER) 
Remy Bumppo: Frankenstein, Top Girls; Dhaba on 
Devon Avenue, The Last Match (Writer’s). Lie of 
the Mind (Raven); Noises Off, Another Marriage, 
Describe the Night, The Children (Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company); Black Sunday, Cardboard 
Piano (TimeLine); Spring Awakening (Porchlight); 
The Sound of Music (Marriott); Mies Julie, 
Indecent (Victory Gardens). Regional: Linda Vista 
(Center Theatre Group – LA). Kristina’s main 
creative home since 2003 is Molly Shanahan/Mad 
Shak, a modern dance company based in 
Chicago. MA in dance/movement therapy and 
counseling, Laban Movement Analyst, Movement 
Pattern Analyst, Spiral Body Techniques® 
instructor. Associate Professor of Movement - 
The Theatre School at DePaul University.
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PRODUCTION AND DESIGN TEAM (CONTINUED)

ALI WESTENDORF (she/they, WARDROBE 
SUPERVISOR) is a proud graduate of Northern 
Illinois University, and happy to be making their 
Remy Bumppo debut on Wish You Were Here. 
Previous credits include; Porchlight Music Theatre: 
Titanique: The Musical, Fun Home, Anything Goes; 
Coronation with Refracted Theatre Company (wig 
and wardrobe crew), and Jersey Boys with Mercury 
Theater Chicago (wardrobe). Before moving to 
Chicago, Ali worked with the Utah Shakespeare 
Festival as wardrobe on Timon of Athens, 
Coriolanus, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and the 
Green Show. Enjoy the show!

NICK CHAMERNIK (he/they, LIGHTING 
SUPERVISOR) Remy Bumppo Theatre Company: 
‘ART,’ Dear Elizabeth, Love Song, Blues for an 
Alabama Sky, Galileo’s Daughter, Anna in the 
Tropics, Passage. Chicago Children's Theatre: Go 
Dog Go/Ve Perro ¡Ve!, The Magic City, The Beatrix 
Potter Holiday Party, Milo Imagines the World 
(lighting supervisor). Theater Wit: Inanimate, 
Household Spirits (head electrician). Shattered 
Globe Theatre: Radial Gradient, This Wide Night 
(head electrician). Goodman Theatre: The Who's 
Tommy (projections operator).

MACY MATEER (she/her, ASSISTANT STAGE 
MANAGER) is an actor-dramaturg in the city. 
Credits include Infinity Burns (A Red Orchid Theatre 
Summer Incubator, associate director), the 2025 
Fornès Institute Symposium at Princeton (guest 
artist, dramaturg), Dark Matter (co-star), Romeo & 
Juliet (“Friar Lawrence”), Beautiful: The Carole King 
Musical (“Cynthia Weil”), Cowboy Mouth (“Slim”), 
Cyrano: A New Musical (“Ligniere”), Jesus Christ 
Superstar: Live in Notre Dame Stadium 
(“Apostle”/”Simon” U/S), Fefu & Her Friends 
(“Paula”). Along with this, Macy is dedicated to 
integrating history and the arts, using storytelling 
to help audiences feel connected to history. She 
received a BA from University of Notre Dame 
(film/television/theatre, history) and a MFA from 
Savannah College of Art and Design in performing 
arts. Macy is represented by 
Stewart Talent. Huge thank you to Remy Bumppo, 
Azar, Liv, and the entire WYWH family. It is an 
honor taking care of your home.

AMINA GILBERT (she/they, ASSISTANT LIGHTING 
DESIGNER) lighting credits include Relatively 
Speaking, Refracted Light (Eclectic Full Contact 
Theatre Co); Wyrd, Spring Awakenings, Not Bitter 
Nor Sweet, Madam and Steve (Lazy Susan Theatre 
Co); The Pillowman (Concrete Content); and 

Astronaut Group 1 (Griffin Theatre Co). Lighting 
assistantship credits include Little Bear Ridge 
Road (Steppenwolf Theatre) and In Quietness (A 
Red Orchid Theatre). Devising credits include 
House of Dreams: Purim 5785 and Whelmed: A 
Clown Cabaret. Amina holds a BA in theatre from 
Columbia College Chicago. You can find her work 
at AminaGilbert.com.

ANNA FINERTY (she/her, ASSISTANT COSTUME 
DESIGNER) is a Chicago based costume designer 
who has trained in theatre and film in Chicago, 
London, and Rome. Wish You Were Here is her 
first show with Remy Bumppo, and she is thrilled 
to be a part of the team. She graduated this 
spring with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Costume 
Design from the Theatre School at DePaul 
University alongside a Bachelor of Arts in Italian. 
Recent credits: assistant costume designer for A 
Lie of The Mind (Raven Theatre), costume 
designer for The Chronicles of The Kaleidoscope 
Visitors, Machinal, and The Mole Hill Stories 
(DePaul University). W: AnnaFinerty.com.

ADELINA FELDMAN-SCHULTZ (she/her, CASTING 
DIRECTOR) is an Argentine-American casting 
director, actor, and consultant. She is a proud 
member of The Chicago Inclusion Project, serving 
as both co-program manager of the Active 
Anti-Racism training workshop and as a casting 
assistant. As one of the co-founders of the annual 
Chicago Inclusion Auditions (formerly Chicago 
Theatre Access Auditions), Adelina has helped 
introduce dozens of theatres to hundreds of 
up-and-coming Chicago actors. Casting credits 
include La Havana Madrid, Bernarda, Enough to 
Let the Light In, Somewhere Over the Border 
(Teatro Vista); Chicago Lore(s), Brujaja!, Back in 
the Day (Urban Theater Company); La Ofrenda, 
Roots in the Alley (Adventure Stage Chicago); 
Inicios Series (CLATA); In His Hands, Pro-Am, 
Hatefuck, Botticelli in the Fire (First Floor 
Theatre); Firebrand Theatre and several web 
series, short films, and commercials. 2018 
Nominee, 2019 Winner, ALTA Award: Casting 
Direction.

KATIE GALETTI (she/her, CASTING CONSULTANT) 
is the artistic producer and casting director at 
Writers Theatre in Glencoe. She serves as the 
casting director and consultant at Remy Bumppo 
Theatre in Chicago, and is a freelance casting 
director regionally. In addition to her casting 
work, Katie produces events of multiple genres, 
including theatre, digital, experiential, and film. 
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PRODUCTION AND DESIGN TEAM (CONTINUED)

She's worked with Little Cinema Digital, 13Exp, and 
HERE Arts & Culture Consulting as a producer, is 
the founder and artistic director of Janus Concert 
Series, and is a founding member of the Chicago 
Opera Collective. Outside of theater, Katie is a 
volunteer with Resilience Chicago as a sexual 
assault crisis advocate and a classically trained 
vocalist. Special thanks to her incredible partner, 
Matt Edmonds. W: KatieGaletti.com.

MARTI LYONS (she/her, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR)  most 
recently directed ‘ART’ by Yasmina Reza, Love Song 
by John Kolvenbach and Galileo’s Daughter by 
Jessica Dickey at Remy Bumppo Theatre Company. 
Lyons also directed Georgiana and Kitty: Christmas 
at Pemberley at Northlight Theatre, Wife of a 
Salesman by Eleanor Burgess at Milwaukee Rep, 
Sense and Sensibility adapted by Jessica Swale at 
American Players Theatre and the world-premiere 
of John Proctor is the Villain by Kimberly Belflower 
at Studio Theatre in Washington, D.C. Selected 
other credits include: The Niceties by Eleanor 
Burgess at Writers Theatre; Cymbeline at American 
Players Theatre; The Wolves by Sarah DeLappe and 
Kings by Sarah Burgess at Studio Theatre; the 
world-premiere of How to Defend Yourself by 
Liliana Padilla, a Victory Gardens and Actors 
Theatre of Louisville co-production; Cambodian 
Rock Band by Lauren Yee at Victory Gardens and 
City Theatre; Witch by Jen Silverman at Geffen 
Playhouse and Writers Theatre (LA Drama Critics 
Circle Award for Best Direction); Native Gardens by 
Karen Zacarías at Victory Gardens; Botticelli in the 
Fire by Jordan Tannahill at Woolly Mammoth 
Theatre Company; I, Banquo at Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater; Title and Deed by Will Eno at 
Lookingglass Theatre Company and Laura Marks’ 
Bethany and Mine at The Gift Theatre. Lyons is also 
an ensemble member at The Gift Theatre and a 
member of Stage Directors and Choreographers 
Society.

MARGARET McCLOSKEY (she/her, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR) has been with Remy Bumppo since 
2014 and has served as executive director since 
2020, working closely with the artistic director to 
develop and steward strategic initiatives for 
organizational sustainability. Previously, she served 
as a fundraising consultant with Aaron Consulting 
in New York City, managing high-level fundraising 
campaigns for a number of East Coast 
organizations. Other past positions include 
development director at Ox-Bow School of Art, as 
well as roles at the Ford Foundation, Blue Man 
Productions, Chicago Opera Theater, Rotary 

International, and the League of Chicago 
Theaters. Theatre is her first love, and she holds 
an MFA in playwriting from the New School for 
Drama in New York City and a BFA from the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. 

JOHNNIE SCHLEYER (he/him, PRODUCTION 
MANAGER) has been working in the Chicago 
theater community since 2016 and is excited to 
be working with Remy Bumppo on their 
productions! Before joining Remy Bumppo, he 
served as the production and facilities manager 
for Mercury Theater Chicago for more than two 
and a half years. In addition to production 
management, Johnnie has primarily worked as a 
freelance technical director with Porchlight Music 
Theatre, TimeLine Theatre, Teatro Vista, Windy 
City Playhouse, Shattered Globe, Raven Theatre, 
Kokandy Productions, the Chicago International 
Puppet Theater Festival, and many other midsize 
companies in the Chicagoland area. He is 
originally from Boerne,Texas, just outside of San 
Antonio, and graduated from Abilene Christian 
University with a BFA in Theatre - Acting/ 
Directing. All the love to his wife Mackenzie and 
their pup Rain. 

CHRISTINA CASANO (she/her, CREATIVE 
PRODUCER) is a theatre artist based in Chicago. 
Her training includes a BA in theatre from Miami 
University, Victory GardensTheater’s Director’s 
Inclusion Initiative, and the Shakespeare Theatre 
of New Jersey’s Summer Professional Training 
Program. Selected directing credits: Dear 
Elizabeth (Remy Bumppo), I Build Giants and 
Poison (The Plagiarists), Henry IV Pt. 1 (Starling 
Shakespeare Company), A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (Stone Soup Shakespeare), Plaid As Hell 
(Babes With Blades), Grape Leaves (workshop, 
Avalanche Theatre + Silk Road), Socks & Co. 
(workshop, Eclectic Full Contact Theatre), Work in 
Progress (workshop, The Plagiarists) How To 
Murder... (workshop, Bramble Theatre), Blood of 
My Mother’s (workshop, Wayward Sisters), Deep 
Shadows (audio drama, EFCT), and Fame Heaux 
(staged reading, Lanford Wilson New American 
Play Festival). Other favorite projects: Short 
Shakes! Romeo & Juliet (Asst. Dir., Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater), How To Defend Yourself 
(Asst. Dir., Victory Gardens), Bury Me (Asst. Dir., 
Dandelion Theatre), The Light Fantastic (Asst. Dir., 
Jackalope Theatre). She is the former artistic 
director of The Plagiarists (2020-2024). W: 
CMRCasano.com 
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MISSY PRESTON (they/them, DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER) is a passionate musician, production 
manager, festival producer, band manager, event 
and partnership coordinator, and (of course) 
theatre lover. Having previously been called “A 
Professional Shapeshifter”, Missy has found joy 
helping build and manage productions, events, 
partnerships, and concerts all over the Chicagoland 
area. Recent professional projects include 
production & partnership manager for Q101’s 
Twisted Xmas Series 2023 at The Aragon Ballroom, 
producer for The Schaumburg Halloween Carnival 
2022 / 2023 at Wintrust Stadium, development 
lead and vendor coordinator for Windy City 
Smokeout 2023 at The United Center, production & 
partnership manager for Cumulus Radio’s AHOY 
Concert 2023 at The Salt Shed, and production 
manager and coordinator for The Budweiser 
Concert Series 2023 at Gallagher Way. Missy also 
finds joy in hiking a lot, supporting local artists, 
assisting in small start-ups and building out dreams, 
playing rock and roll shows, and hosting small local 
events with a focus on building safe queer spaces in 
Chicago. Their personal music project/rock band is 
called The God Awful Small Affairs. 

JOHN CRAIG (they/them, OPERATIONS MANAGER) 
Bitten by a radioactive Phil Collins at a young age, 
John Craig has split their time between filling out 
online forms, listening to ska, and stage managing a 
variety of shows ever since. Having gotten their 
start in stage management in sketch and improv, 
John brings a “yes, and” attitude to the various 
festivals and shows they stage manage and 
produce. Having worked on and produced festivals 
such as the Chicago Sketch Comedy Festival, the 
Chicago Women’s Funny Festival, the Chicago 
Improv Festival, the Elgin Fringe Fest, and the 
Chicago Nerd Comedy Festival, John is accustomed 
to handling multiple shows simultaneously. A friend 
once remarked that “every conversation you have 
with John will be the nerdiest conversation you 
have all day.” 

EMILY SZYMANSKI (she/her, PATRON SERVICES & 
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR) graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire in 
2022 with her BA in Comprehensive Theatre. 
Chicago production credits: stage manager for 
The F*ck House (Strawdog), The Wordshop and 
When You Awake You Will Remember Everything 
(The Plagiarists), assistant stage manager for 
Coronation (Refracted), Chicago Sings! and ASM 
cover for Fun Home (Porchlight) Run Crew for 
Blues for an Alabama Sky (Remy Bumppo). 
TV/Film: “Chicago Fire,” “Chicago Med,” and “The 
Thing in the Drain.” UWEC Acting credits: Silent 
Sky, Head Over Heels, Hand to God, and The 
House of Blue Leaves. Eau Claire Production 
credits: Murder by Midnight (director), Medea 
(asst. stage manager), Failure: A Love Story 
(producer), Alice in Wonderland (co-director), and 
more. Milwaukee Credits include stage managing 
The Lisbon Traviata (Sunstone Studios), 
co-directing Legally Blonde (Greenfield High 
School), and patron services work at the 
Milwaukee Repertory Theatre and First Stage 
Children’s Theatre.
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SUPPORTERS

THE PRODUCERS CIRCLE

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS

Remy Bumppo Theatre Company relies on the generous support of philanthropic 
organizations and audience members like you to provide over 75% of our annual budget. 
We are profoundly grateful to the following individuals and institutions whose generosity 
over the past twelve months has provided the financial foundation for Remy Bumppo’s 
mainstage productions and community engagement programs like the Between the Lines 
literary lectures and Studio Bumppo classes.

Remy Bumppo Theatre Company extends a very special thank you to this season’s 
sponsoring producers, who play a meaningful role in the sustenance and advancement of 
Remy Bumppo’s productions.  Supporters who give a dedicated gift of $2,500 or more are 
eligible to enjoy the Producers Circle distinction and accompanying special benefits.

Remy Bumppo offers our sincere gratitude to the following individuals who made gifts to 
the Annual Fund between August 1st, 2024 - August 20th, 2025.

Anonymous (3)
Geoffrey A. Anderson
Martha Van Haitsma & 
     Gustavo Bamberger
Jill & Martin Baumgaertner
Zina Berman
Cheryl Lynn Bruce & 
     Kerry James Marshall
Joan & Mike Callahan
Valerie Chase
Arnold & Tessa Dratt
Nancy & Daniel Durbin

Mary & Bruce Feay
Dana Green & Thomas Clancy
Brenda & James Grusecki
Dixie Johnson
Vera Kimmi & Mikhail Fiksel
David S. Lipschultz & Arin Stone
Nancy A. McDaniel
Kate McDuffie
Lynne Mock
Timothy Morrison &
     Katherine Ross
Marsha Mrtek

Matthew & 
     Gabrielle Randle-Bent
Marilyn & Joel Schaffer
Judith & David Sensibar
Rhonda Rochambeau &
     Larry Shulman
Lynne Simon
Catherine Stewart & Geoff Smith
Charlotte Toerber
Lily Varon
Denise Vohra

ANGEL ($100,000+)
Brenda and James Grusecki
Lynne & George
     Simon Donor Fund

VISIONARY
     ($25,000 - $99,999)
Geoffrey A. Anderson
Mary and Bruce Feay
Charlotte Toerber
Denise Vohra

AMBASSADOR
     ($10,000 - $24,999)
Anonymous
Dana Green & Thomas Clancy

ADVOCATE ($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous
Jill & Martin Baumgaertner
Valerie Chase
Arnold & Tessa Dratt
Nancy & Daniel Durbin
Dixie Johnson

Nancy A. McDaniel
Timothy Morrison &
     Katherine Ross
Marsha Mrtek
Marilyn & Joel Schaffer
Judith & David Sensibar

BELIEVER ($2,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous
Martha Van Haitsma &
     Gustavo Bamberger
Zina Berman

Cheryl Lynn Bruce &
     Kerry James Marshall
Joan &Mike Callahan
Rhonda Rochambeau &
      Larry Shulman
Catherine Stewart & Geoff Smith

BENEFACTOR ($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous (3)
Leigh & Henry Bienen
John & Claudia Boatright
Heinz & Marian Busta
Sherry & Paul Carbery
Julie Danis & Paul Donohue
Sandra K. Fernbach &
     Eric J. Russell
Lina Hilko
Dennis Klug
Roberta Lee
David S. Lipschultz & Arin Stone
Kate McDuffie
Lynne Mock
Matthew &
     Gabrielle Randle-Bent
Karen Randolph & William Linden
Margaret Silliker & John Ryan
Kate Feinstein & Richard Skolly
Mary Pat Studdert
Robert Suskind &
     Leslie LeWinter-Suskind

PATRON ($500 - $999)
Anonymous
Joseph & Melissa Appelt
Dr. Morris Blount
Richard Clark & Mary Munday
Melissa Hilton &
     Jonathan Perman
Un Sil Hwang & Stephen Esko
Rose Fealy
Alex Fiksel
Arlene & Camillo Ghiron
Douglas S. Gorman
Dr. Robert Henry
Donald Honchell & Susan Horn
Diane & Chuck Laff
David S. Lipschultz & Arin Stone
Corinne Lyon
Chuck Marien & Gaby Kuhn
Laurie Merel
Janice Rodgers & Robert Hagan

Doug & Genevieve Schuberth
Victoria & Donald Scott
Barbara & Randy Thomas
Lily Varon
Dennis Zacek & Marcie McVay

PARTNER ($250 - $499)
Anonymous (3)
Leslie Berman
Sue & Bob Bowker
Eugenia & Archibald Bryant
Andre Colin
Scott Daniels
Anne Megan Davis
Jeff Arena
Peggy & Perry Goldberg
Mary Beth Fisher &
     Roche Schulfer
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter
Constance Green &
     Allan Fredland
Steve Grossman
Lena Hansson
Heidi Heller Kiesler
Charles Hoffman &
     Tamara Schiller
Janet & Brian Hoffman
John & Jill Klingenstein
Abby Lee
Brenda Ashley & Gary Johnson
Susan Munro
Steve Nordmark
Heather Nornes
Merril Prager & John Levine
Alix Rhode
Joanna Riopelle
Dona Vitale
Faith & Eugene Schoon
Julie Berggren & Fred Tadrowski
Debbie Wang & David Hoyt
Alexander Wayne & Lynne Copp 
Jon & Mary Will
Kate & Dean Yannias
Christine Zrinksy

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 - $249)
Anonymous (5)
Jonathan Abarbanel
Phyllis & Leonard Adams
Jacquelyn & Dennis Aron
Peggy Bagley

Lidia Calcaterra & Paul Barger
Laurie Bederow
Dave & Nicole Berger
Cynthia Brown
Ricki & Jeanette Burger
Janet Burroway
Robert & Jane Calvin
Maria Carrig
Thom Cox
Leigh Daeuble
Shawn Douglass & Jean Deven
Kenneth A. East &
     Timothy J. Thurlow
Jennifer Elliot
Ethel Gofen
David Goldberg
James Goodridge & Joan Riley
Lois Graham-McHugh
Martine Kei Green-Rogers
Martin Grochala & Fred Reuland
Ginny & Thomas Helm
Kilton Hopkins
Ellen Hunt & Charles White
Doug Hurdelbrink
Paul Hybel
Lynn Hyndman
Joanne Medak & Peter Katsaros
Gertrude Johnson
Joy Kalligeros & Donald Klappauff
Matthew J. Keller
Maureen Kennedy Barney
Marilyn Kessler
Patricia Kilduff
Phyllis Kipnis
Kate Kohut
Harold & Anita Kosova
Jeffrey Kramer & Jan Kuhn
Carol B. Kriekard
Carole Sullivan & Jan Lavacek
Roselind A. Lindau
Mollie Reed & Stuart Lubin
Scott & Simone Lutgert
Sandra Mallory
Bridget McDonough
Bonnie Beck & Boyd McDowell
Kathy McNeil
Scott & Betsey Wills
Jill & Jeff Jahns
Priscilla Mims
Ann B. Mommsen
Corinne Morrissey

Loretta & John Murphy
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Sandra Popik
Thomas Prenzno
Louis Pyster
Michael & Ruth Ramsey
Catherine Randolph
Thomas Ray
Sandy Rebitzer & Neil Kleinborg
Carla Reiter
Robert Rich

The Honorable John B. Simon &
     Mrs. Millie Rosenbloom
Howard & Lisa Sachs
Alice Sachs
Judith Sagan
Miriam B. Scott
Alicia & Phil Senior-Saywell
Deborah Darr & Kevin Shanley
Ellen Shorser
Jeff Smalley
Margaret Snow
Matthew Specht

Carol Stukey
Jim Swanson
Elisa & Ophir Trigalo
Bob & Mary Ann Tuerk
Jan Tynan
Liat & Tali Tzur
Glen & Abby Weisberg
Kathy Willhoite & Rodd Zolkos
Ann Wise
Anne Wrider
Robert E. Zeitner
Ryan Blitstein & Rebecca Zemans
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Matthew &
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Karen Randolph & William Linden
Margaret Silliker & John Ryan
Kate Feinstein & Richard Skolly
Mary Pat Studdert
Robert Suskind &
     Leslie LeWinter-Suskind

PATRON ($500 - $999)
Anonymous
Joseph & Melissa Appelt
Dr. Morris Blount
Richard Clark & Mary Munday
Melissa Hilton &
     Jonathan Perman
Un Sil Hwang & Stephen Esko
Rose Fealy
Alex Fiksel
Arlene & Camillo Ghiron
Douglas S. Gorman
Dr. Robert Henry
Donald Honchell & Susan Horn
Diane & Chuck Laff
David S. Lipschultz & Arin Stone
Corinne Lyon
Chuck Marien & Gaby Kuhn
Laurie Merel
Janice Rodgers & Robert Hagan

Doug & Genevieve Schuberth
Victoria & Donald Scott
Barbara & Randy Thomas
Lily Varon
Dennis Zacek & Marcie McVay

PARTNER ($250 - $499)
Anonymous (3)
Leslie Berman
Sue & Bob Bowker
Eugenia & Archibald Bryant
Andre Colin
Scott Daniels
Anne Megan Davis
Jeff Arena
Peggy & Perry Goldberg
Mary Beth Fisher &
     Roche Schulfer
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter
Constance Green &
     Allan Fredland
Steve Grossman
Lena Hansson
Heidi Heller Kiesler
Charles Hoffman &
     Tamara Schiller
Janet & Brian Hoffman
John & Jill Klingenstein
Abby Lee
Brenda Ashley & Gary Johnson
Susan Munro
Steve Nordmark
Heather Nornes
Merril Prager & John Levine
Alix Rhode
Joanna Riopelle
Dona Vitale
Faith & Eugene Schoon
Julie Berggren & Fred Tadrowski
Debbie Wang & David Hoyt
Alexander Wayne & Lynne Copp 
Jon & Mary Will
Kate & Dean Yannias
Christine Zrinksy

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 - $249)
Anonymous (5)
Jonathan Abarbanel
Phyllis & Leonard Adams
Jacquelyn & Dennis Aron
Peggy Bagley

Lidia Calcaterra & Paul Barger
Laurie Bederow
Dave & Nicole Berger
Cynthia Brown
Ricki & Jeanette Burger
Janet Burroway
Robert & Jane Calvin
Maria Carrig
Thom Cox
Leigh Daeuble
Shawn Douglass & Jean Deven
Kenneth A. East &
     Timothy J. Thurlow
Jennifer Elliot
Ethel Gofen
David Goldberg
James Goodridge & Joan Riley
Lois Graham-McHugh
Martine Kei Green-Rogers
Martin Grochala & Fred Reuland
Ginny & Thomas Helm
Kilton Hopkins
Ellen Hunt & Charles White
Doug Hurdelbrink
Paul Hybel
Lynn Hyndman
Joanne Medak & Peter Katsaros
Gertrude Johnson
Joy Kalligeros & Donald Klappauff
Matthew J. Keller
Maureen Kennedy Barney
Marilyn Kessler
Patricia Kilduff
Phyllis Kipnis
Kate Kohut
Harold & Anita Kosova
Jeffrey Kramer & Jan Kuhn
Carol B. Kriekard
Carole Sullivan & Jan Lavacek
Roselind A. Lindau
Mollie Reed & Stuart Lubin
Scott & Simone Lutgert
Sandra Mallory
Bridget McDonough
Bonnie Beck & Boyd McDowell
Kathy McNeil
Scott & Betsey Wills
Jill & Jeff Jahns
Priscilla Mims
Ann B. Mommsen
Corinne Morrissey

Loretta & John Murphy
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Sandra Popik
Thomas Prenzno
Louis Pyster
Michael & Ruth Ramsey
Catherine Randolph
Thomas Ray
Sandy Rebitzer & Neil Kleinborg
Carla Reiter
Robert Rich

The Honorable John B. Simon &
     Mrs. Millie Rosenbloom
Howard & Lisa Sachs
Alice Sachs
Judith Sagan
Miriam B. Scott
Alicia & Phil Senior-Saywell
Deborah Darr & Kevin Shanley
Ellen Shorser
Jeff Smalley
Margaret Snow
Matthew Specht

Carol Stukey
Jim Swanson
Elisa & Ophir Trigalo
Bob & Mary Ann Tuerk
Jan Tynan
Liat & Tali Tzur
Glen & Abby Weisberg
Kathy Willhoite & Rodd Zolkos
Ann Wise
Anne Wrider
Robert E. Zeitner
Ryan Blitstein & Rebecca Zemans
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Kate & Dean Yannias
Christine Zrinksy

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 - $249)
Anonymous (5)
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Kilton Hopkins
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Gertrude Johnson
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Matthew J. Keller
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Mollie Reed & Stuart Lubin
Scott & Simone Lutgert
Sandra Mallory
Bridget McDonough
Bonnie Beck & Boyd McDowell
Kathy McNeil
Scott & Betsey Wills
Jill & Jeff Jahns
Priscilla Mims
Ann B. Mommsen
Corinne Morrissey

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED)

Loretta & John Murphy
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Sandra Popik
Thomas Prenzno
Louis Pyster
Michael & Ruth Ramsey
Catherine Randolph
Thomas Ray
Sandy Rebitzer & Neil Kleinborg
Carla Reiter
Robert Rich

The Honorable John B. Simon &
     Mrs. Millie Rosenbloom
Howard & Lisa Sachs
Alice Sachs
Judith Sagan
Miriam B. Scott
Alicia & Phil Senior-Saywell
Deborah Darr & Kevin Shanley
Ellen Shorser
Jeff Smalley
Margaret Snow
Matthew Specht

Carol Stukey
Jim Swanson
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Ann Wise
Anne Wrider
Robert E. Zeitner
Ryan Blitstein & Rebecca Zemans

Our single largest fundraiser of the year, the annual benefit provides crucial funds for our 
productions. Remy Bumppo offers our sincere gratitude to the following contributors who 
made gifts in support of the 2025 Annual Benefit on March 16th, 2025.

CORPORATE PRODUCER ($7,500)
Wintrust

PLATINUM ($4,000+)
Joan & Mike Callahan
Brenda & James Grusecki
Vera Kimmi & Mikhail Fiksel
Dennis Klug
Karen Randolph & William Linden
Lynne & George 
     Simon Donor Fund
Kate Feinstein & Richard Skolly

CORPORATE PARTNER ($3,000)
CIBC

GOLD ($2,500 - $3,999)
Isabel and Robert Curley
Mary and Bob DeCresce
Nancy and Daniel Durbin
David S. Lipschultz & Arin Stone
Charlotte Toerber
Karen and Jim Prieur
Ryan Blitstein & Rebecca Zemans

SUPPORTERS ($250 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Luz Agosto
Sally & Vince Anderson
Susan & Julian Arron

Martha Van Haitsma &
     Gustavo Bamberger
Bianca Barr
Sue & Bob Bowker
Deborah B. Braxton
Heinz & Marian Busta
Kay Christ and Don Tomei
Steve & Michelle Cucchiaro
Anthony Dillon
Maria Dimond
Ana & Vince Draa
Steve Durbin & Ying Larimore
Deborah & Scott Early
Jennifer Elliot
Sandra K. Fernbach & Eric J. Russell
Jordan Fischer
Cindy Fluxgold
Joanne & Robert Gannett
Patricia Gentry
Scott Gordon
Dr. Richard & Margaret Gore
Douglas S. Gorman
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter
Dana Green & Thomas Clancy
Jeff Hebble
Heidi Heller Kiesler
Charles Hoffman & Tamara Schiller
Janet & Brian Hoffman
Carl Kalbhen
Patricia Kilduff

Joy Kalligeros & 
     Donald Klappauff
Roberta Lee
Ari Levy
Carmelita & Ron Linden
Martha Logan
Russ Lyman
Robert Lyons & Julie Held-Lyons
Chris & Faith Manning
Nancy A. McDaniel
Mark & Leesa McHugh
Roxane McLean
Ernst Melchior
Lynne Mock
Timothy Morrison &
     Katherine Ross
Corinne Morrissey
Ellen & Charles Mulaney
Candace & BJ Jones
Audrey Paton
Linda & Alan Pieczynski
Grace Dumelle & 
     Walter J. Podrazik
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pope
Merril Prager & John Levine
Matthew &
     Gabrielle Randle-Bent
Catherine Randolph
Jennifer Pope
Pat Reynolds

BENEFIT CONTRIBUTORS
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Josh Rogers
Janice Rogers
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Rhonda Rochambeau &
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Terri Spencer

Rachel Sturges
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Alexis Vaselopulos
Rachel Washington
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$25,000+
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
The Shubert Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (1)
Gaylord and Dorothy
     Donnelley Foundation

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Laughing Acres Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
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The following organizations provided generous support to Remy Bumppo between March 
1st, 2024 - March 26th, 2025.

TRIBUTES

IN HONOR OF 
     VICTORIA ELLEN BRUCE
Cheryl Lynn Bruce

IN HONOR OF 
     NANCY D�SOMBRE
Gertrude Johnson

IN HONOR OF DANIEL DURBIN
Maureen Kennedy Barney

IN HONOR OF LINDA GILLUM
Jeff Arena
Suzanne Lyons

IN HONOR OF 
     BRENDA & JAMES GRUSECKI
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter 

IN MEMORY OF 
     KATHLEEN LARKIN
Sandra Popik

IN HONOR OF MARTI LYNONS
Alice Sachs

IN HONOR OF 
     NANCY A. MCDANIEL
Scott and Simone Lutgert

IN HONOR OF 
     MATTHEW RANDLE-BENT
Martine Kei Green-Rogers

IN HONOR OF 
     KAREN RANDOLPH
Ellen M. Hunt
Joy Kalligeros and Donald 
Klappauf
Boyd McDowell
Catherine Randolph

IN MEMORY OF 
     SHEILA RYAN-HENRY
Robert Henry

IN HONOR OF 
     MARILYN SCHAFFER
Millie Rosenbloom

IN HONOR OF KATE FEINSTEIN
     & RICH SKOLLY
Merril Prager and John Levine
Richard Gore
Sandy Rebitzer
Michael and Ruth Ramsey

IN MEMORY OF 
     JEANNE UZDAWINIS
Anonymous

IN MEMORY OF 
     JOSEPH E VANSLYKE
John R. Finnegan

The following donors made contributions in honor or memory of a friend or loved one 
between August 1st, 2024 - August 20th, 2025. We regret that, due to space limitations, we 
can only list tribute gifts of $100 or more.

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION, AND GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTORS
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BENEFIT CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED)

Josh Rogers
Janice Rogers
Kent and April Schielke
Faith & Eugene Schoon

Rhonda Rochambeau &
     Larry Shulman
Catherine Siegel
Debra Siegel & Robert Altman
Terri Spencer

Rachel Sturges
Meg Thalken & Gary Baugh
Cindy Vanina
Alexis Vaselopulos
Rachel Washington



There are various ways to
support remy bumppo!

VISIT US AT REMYBUMPPO.ORG OR CALL US AT 773-244-8119
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO SUPPORT REMY BUMPPO!

Please explore the options below and know that your gifts of time and financial 
support help us present the kind of thought-provoking, talk-provoking work 

that you have come to expect from Remy Bumppo.

INDIVIDUAL GIVING
Individuals make up over half of all contributions to the company. Gifts of all 
sizes make a huge difference in the quality of productions we bring to you.

BUMPPO BOOSTERS - RECURRING GIFTS
Become a Bumppo Booster and support Remy Bumppo’s long-term 
sustainable growth by making a monthly or quarterly gift of any amount.

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Remy Bumppo is always looking for donation of goods or services to help us 
cut operating costs. If you or your business would like to donate in-kind, 
contact Missy Preston, Development Manager at 
mpreston@remybumppo.org.

VOLUNTEER
Become a Remy Bumppo volunteer and keep our company thriving! 
We often seek volunteers to help with office tasks and events. To receive 
volunteer opportunities via email, contact our Patron Services & 
Communications Coordinator, Emily Szymanski at info@remybumppo.org
or by calling 773-244-8119.

BOARD AND COMMITTEE SERVICE
Blend your professional expertise with your passion for the arts. Interact 
with a dynamic group of people and play a vital role in Chicago’s theater 
community. To learn more, contact us at info@remybumppo.org
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At Theater Wit
We are a theater company within a building, within a community, within a world.

As a production company, Theater Wit's mission is to be the premier "smart art" 
theater in Chicago by producing humorous, challenging, and intelligent plays that 
speak with a contemporary theatrical voice.

As an institution, Theater Wit seeks to be the hub of the Chicago neighborhood 
theater scene. In our three spaces, we bring together Chicago's best storefront theater 
companies. Here you will find a smorgasbord of excellent productions, see the work 
of a parade of talented artists, and mingle with audiences from all over Chicago.

In the Middle of a Community
Everyone here: folks in the audience... the person who handed you this program.... 
somewhere on or o� the stage there are actors... if you look up in the comer you might 
get a glimpse of the stage manager in the booth... We're all in this room for the same 
reason: to be a part of this shared experience. No matter who they are or where they 
come from; no matter if they are complete strangers or familiar faces; no matter how 
di�erent the age, the race, or the walk of life; after this performance, you will have 
something in common. So, strike up a conversation in the lobby, introduce yourself 
to someone new. Meet our sta�, shake hands with an actor, get a drink from our bar. 
We're all in this together.

Part of the Chicago Scene
Theater is part of the Chicago experience. Each year, over 200 theaters present 
thousands of shows to Chicago's loyal and enthusiastic theater-going audience. 
Chicago's theater community is recognized around the world for its talent, its 
innovation and its power to entertain and enlighten. If Tony awards were sports 
championships, our artists would beat out the combined e�orts of Michael Jordan, 
Bobby Hull, Jim McMahon, Jermaine Dye, and the entire Chicago Cubs roster going 
back 100 years. This stage is a Chicago stage, contributing to the vibrant artistic life of 
our city and the economic development of our neighborhood. Very few cities on the 
planet o�er the theatrical richness and diversity of Chicago. But you get to share in it. 
Because you are here.
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ANY TIME
ANY SHOW
AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE

THEATER WIT
MEMBERSHIP

FLEXPASS

$35/month

10 tickets for $275

See any play in our building, any 
time, as often as you like for one
flat monthly fee.

Reserve a ticket for any production 
in our facility. Do it in advance or 
just drop by on impulse.

Free ticket exchanges and
replacement tickets.

Attend as many di�erent shows
as you want each month. Come 
once, twice or five times a week
at no additional charge.

No initiation or startup fee, but 
members must agree to a three- 
month minimum.

Twice a year, bring a friend for free.

• See anything in the 
building at a 
dramatically reduced 
price.

• See 10 shows, go on 5 
dates, or just bring your 
9 closest friends with 
you to one show.

• After ordering, you get a 
card in the mail within a 
week with your Flexpass 
code which can be used 
online, over the phone 
or at the box o�ce
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THEATER WIT

YOU ARE HERE WITH USSTAFF

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

KATHRYN STIEBER

President

CHARLES HORNEWER

Treasurer

NEAL SMYTH

Secretary

ROGER DANIEL

DAVID MAHVI

ROCHE SCHULFER

BRUCE WECHSLER

STAFF

JEREMY WECHSLER 

Artistic Director

DAVID WECHSLER

Company Manager

JOSH NORDMARK 

Box O�ce Manager

ALEXA ULRICH Front of 

House Manager

MATTHEW CHASE 

Facilities Manager

HANNAH BLAU, 

REBECCA FLORES, 

CORRINE GLANVILLE, 

ELIZABETH HADDEN, 

ARIYA HAWKINS, 

SARAH LUSE,

JACKELYN NORMAND,

CHRISTIN PRINCE

Front of House Sta�

E-NEWS

Stay up to date on all the happenings at 
Theater Wit. Sign up for our e-newsletter. 
Get the latest info on show openings and 
schedules; eavesdrop on production 
gossip and artistic plans; see 
behind-the-scenes photos.

• Get a free piece of chocolate when 
you fill out a mailing list insert and 
give to any bartender, usher or house 
manager.

• Sign up online at theaterwit.org/join
• Mailings twice per month. We don't 

deluge you with messages and we 
don't sell your name to other lists.

Facebook: facebook.com/theaterwit

DONATE

Theater Wit is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Your tax-deductible donation supports 
Theater Wit and supports this building in 
its role an artistic home for Chicago's best 
storefront theaters.

• Donate online at 
theaterwit.org/donate

• Make an instant donation at the box 
o�ce, the bar, or with our house 
manager.

• Donate your time and talents! Theater 
Wit welcomes volunteers for o�ce 
work, community outreach, building 
improvements and special events.
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